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Using a life course approach to improve maternal and child health outcomes. 
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Improving Maternal and Child Health . . . achieving key outcomes within a life course context 

ORAL HEALTH 

1.  Decrease dental disease across the lifespan through access 
to optimally fluoridated water     
a.  Increase number of community water systems with optimal 

levels of community water fluoridation    
b.  Increase well water fluoride level testing 
c.  Monitor safety of fluoride levels in all community water systems 

 

2.  Support preventive dental services such as sealants and 
fluoride, as part of a dental benefits package by third party 
payors 
a.  Increase awareness of preventive services across the lifespan 
b.  Increase educational efforts in oral health 

 

3.  Support scientific evidence and evidence-based practices for 
oral health policy initiatives and programs 
a. Provide technical assistance to programs and organizations 
b.  Promote and implement goals of the State Oral Health Plan  
c.  Aggregate and evaluate oral health data to improve programs 

and key outcomes 

4.  Support dental home development as part of medical home 
development 
a.  Coordinate the development of MDCH definition of dental home 
b. Increase collaboration with medical home partners 

 

5.  Support improving access to dental care across the lifespan 
for all residents of MI 
a. Support expansion of dental workforce 
b. Increase number of school-based dental clinics 
c. Increase utilization of non-dental healthcare professionals 

 

6.  Increase oral disease prevention through school-based dental 
sealant programs 
a.  Support additional funding to increase number of Michigan 
children with sealants 
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Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 CDC Cooperative Agreement ActivitiesCDC Cooperative Agreement Activities
 Building InfrastructureBuilding Infrastructure
 Policy InitiativesPolicy Initiatives
 Oral Health CoalitionOral Health Coalition
 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 Surveillance and EvaluationSurveillance and Evaluation
 Partnership & CollaborationsPartnership & Collaborations
 Community Water FluoridationCommunity Water Fluoridation
 SchoolSchool--based Sealant Programsbased Sealant Programs
 EvaluationEvaluation

Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 10 Goals identified10 Goals identified

 Maintain a statewide Oral Health Surveillance SystemMaintain a statewide Oral Health Surveillance System
 Implement EBD preventive practicesImplement EBD preventive practices
 Increase knowledge of relationship between oral health and Increase knowledge of relationship between oral health and 

systemic healthsystemic health
 Provide info about comprehensive and culturally sensitive Provide info about comprehensive and culturally sensitive 

education resourceseducation resources
 Develop strategies to increase access and establish dental Develop strategies to increase access and establish dental 

homeshomes
 Support a public & private system of care to ensure accessSupport a public & private system of care to ensure access
 Increase access to OH services in underserved populationsIncrease access to OH services in underserved populations
 Increase access for persons with special needsIncrease access for persons with special needs
 Increase access for the elderlyIncrease access for the elderly
 Develop and sustain the necessary infrastructure to Develop and sustain the necessary infrastructure to 

implement implement 
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Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 Goal #1:Goal #1:

 Maintain a statewide Oral Health Surveillance Maintain a statewide Oral Health Surveillance 
SystemSystem
 Submit data to the National Oral Health Surveillance Submit data to the National Oral Health Surveillance 

System (NOHSS)System (NOHSS)

 ASTDD SynopsisASTDD Synopsis

 Hired an epidemiologist last August, 2010Hired an epidemiologist last August, 2010

 Continue to gather data via other surveysContinue to gather data via other surveys
 ECIC 0ECIC 0--5 year old needs assessment5 year old needs assessment

 2011 Healthy Aging RFA for BSS for Older Adults2011 Healthy Aging RFA for BSS for Older Adults

Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 Goals # 2, 3, 4:Goals # 2, 3, 4:

 Implement EBD preventive practicesImplement EBD preventive practices

 Increase knowledge of relationship between oral Increase knowledge of relationship between oral 
health and systemic healthhealth and systemic health

 Provide info about comprehensive and culturally Provide info about comprehensive and culturally 
sensitive education resourcessensitive education resources
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Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 Goal #5:Goal #5:

 Develop strategies to increase access and establish dental Develop strategies to increase access and establish dental 
homeshomes
 Points of Light Initiative October, 2010 conferencePoints of Light Initiative October, 2010 conference
 Provided grant fundingProvided grant funding
 Incorporated Infant Oral Health & Head Start Incorporated Infant Oral Health & Head Start 

InitiativeInitiative

 Discussions with MCMCH and oral health Discussions with MCMCH and oral health 

 PatientPatient--Centered Medical HomeCentered Medical Home
 Grant with Chronic Disease Div. & MSAGrant with Chronic Disease Div. & MSA
 Community Linkages CommitteeCommunity Linkages Committee

Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 Goal #6:Goal #6:

 Support a public & private system of care to Support a public & private system of care to 
ensure accessensure access
 Healthy Kids Dental expansion FY12 budgetHealthy Kids Dental expansion FY12 budget

 (Muskegon, Oceana, Newaygo, Mason)(Muskegon, Oceana, Newaygo, Mason)

 PA 161 program expansionPA 161 program expansion

 (51 programs approved)(51 programs approved)

 PA 161 Advisory Committee developedPA 161 Advisory Committee developed

 Annual report publishedAnnual report published
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Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 Goal #7:Goal #7:

 Increase access to OH services in underserved Increase access to OH services in underserved 
populations.populations.
 Medicaid policy implemented for RDH to enroll as Medicaid policy implemented for RDH to enroll as 

Medicaid provider and receive reimbursementMedicaid provider and receive reimbursement

 Effective January 1, 2011Effective January 1, 2011

 Midlevel Dental Provider discussionMidlevel Dental Provider discussion

 UM School of Social WorkUM School of Social Work

 Tentative workshop in August, 2011Tentative workshop in August, 2011

Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 Goals #8 & 9:Goals #8 & 9:

 Increase access for persons with special needsIncrease access for persons with special needs
 Continue with DDTF and Donated Dental contractsContinue with DDTF and Donated Dental contracts

 Initial contact with CSHCS staff and medical Initial contact with CSHCS staff and medical 
consultantsconsultants

 Increase access for the elderlyIncrease access for the elderly
 Provided funding to OSA and MOHC staff to attend Provided funding to OSA and MOHC staff to attend 

the ADA symposium, November, 2010the ADA symposium, November, 2010
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Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 Goal #10:Goal #10:

 Develop and sustain the necessary infrastructure Develop and sustain the necessary infrastructure 
to implement to implement 
 Continue to look for funding sources Continue to look for funding sources 

 Continue to collaborate and foster relationships with Continue to collaborate and foster relationships with 
other organizationsother organizations

 New organizations include:New organizations include:

 Center for Rural HealthCenter for Rural Health

 MCMCHMCMCH

 OSAOSA

 Recommendation of United Voice report published by Recommendation of United Voice report published by 
the MDAthe MDA

Oral Health Program and Oral Health Program and 
ActivitiesActivities

 State Oral Health PlanState Oral Health Plan
 10 Goals identified10 Goals identified

 Maintain a statewide Oral Health Surveillance SystemMaintain a statewide Oral Health Surveillance System
 Implement EBD preventive practicesImplement EBD preventive practices
 Increase knowledge of relationship between oral health and Increase knowledge of relationship between oral health and 

systemic healthsystemic health
 Provide info about comprehensive and culturally sensitive Provide info about comprehensive and culturally sensitive 

education resourceseducation resources
 Develop strategies to increase access and establish dental Develop strategies to increase access and establish dental 

homeshomes
 Support a public & private system of care to ensure accessSupport a public & private system of care to ensure access
 Increase access to OH services in underserved populationsIncrease access to OH services in underserved populations
 Increase access for persons with special needsIncrease access for persons with special needs
 Increase access for the elderlyIncrease access for the elderly
 Develop and sustain the necessary infrastructure to Develop and sustain the necessary infrastructure to 

implement implement 
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Future?Future?
 GovernorGovernor’’s Health Messages Health Message
 Performance MetricsPerformance Metrics
 Strategic PrioritiesStrategic Priorities

 Infant MortalityInfant Mortality
 ObesityObesity

 PEW 2011 PEW 2011 ““Making Coverage MatterMaking Coverage Matter””
 The State of ChildrenThe State of Children’’s Dental Health Reports Dental Health Report

 Michigan remains unchangedMichigan remains unchanged

 How to move the bar forwardHow to move the bar forward

What Can You Do?What Can You Do?

 Join the Oral Health CoalitionJoin the Oral Health Coalition

 Support State Oral Health Plan & ActivitiesSupport State Oral Health Plan & Activities
 Advocate and collaborateAdvocate and collaborate

 Fluoridation issuesFluoridation issues

 Sealant issuesSealant issues

 Medicaid issuesMedicaid issues

 Oral Health prevention issuesOral Health prevention issues
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Contact InformationContact Information

Michigan Department of Community Health
Bureau of Family, Maternal and Child Health

CHRISTINE M. FARRELL, RDH, BSDH, MPA
Director

Oral Health Program

Washington Square Building                               Telephone: (517) 335-8388
109 W.Michigan Ave.                                             Fax:  (517) 335-8697
Lansing, MI  48913                                              Email: FarrellC@michigan.gov

State Website:  www.michigan.gov/mdch


